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Steps to Starting a Pesticide Business

August 2015
Pesticide and Fertilizer Program

The use of pesticides is regulated under the Kansas Pesticide Law and this includes herbicides, insecticides, 
fungicides, rodenticides and other types of pesticides. The Law requires individuals to become certified as 

commercial applicators and businesses to become licensed to apply pesticides to someone else’s property for 
compensation.  

Information is available online at http://www.agriculture.ks.gov/pesticidebusiness 

1.	 Select Commercial Applicator Categories
Decide what type of pesticide application work you want to do and select the appropriate category or 	
subcategory. 
	 Description of Commercial Pesticide Applicator Categories 
	 Information on Commercial Pesticide Applicator Certification

	 Application for Kansas Commercial Pesticide Applicator Certification (For reciprocity request)

2.	 Obtain Study Manuals

	 Buy commercial pesticide applicator study manuals from either the K-State Research and Extension 	
Bookstore or county extension offices.  Everyone must take the General exam based on the General manual 
in addition to the category or subcategory exam. 

	 K-State Extension Bookstore order form:    http://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/PM15.pdf

	 Some study manuals may be downloaded for free from K-State Research and Extension: 			 
http://www.k-state.edu/pesticides-ipm/commercial-applicator.html	 	

3.	 Study and Take Exams	

	 Thoroughly study the manuals and come to an exam site with a photo ID.  Preregistration is not required.  
The application form is completed at the exam site and fees of $45 per exam are collected.  See exam 	
schedule for more details.

		  Commercial Certification Examination Schedule 

4.	 Apply for a Kansas Pesticide Business License
		  Business License Requirements 

		  Pesticide Business License Application

	 A.	 Fill out the application form and list all current employees who will apply pesticides.

	 B.	 Pay fees of $140 per category

	 C. 	 Obtain proof of financial responsibility - pick one of 4 choices listed below.

		  Consult your insurance agent or financial institution for advice.   

		  1.	 Liability Insurance - Non-aerial Insurance or Aerial Insurance

	 2.	 Surety Bond

	 3.	 Escrow Account

	 4.	 Letter of Credit

http://www.agriculture.ks.gov
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/certification_categories.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/commercialcertificationkpl300a.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/commercial-pesticide-applicator-certification-applicationb039d2002e6262e1aa5bff0000620720.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/examschedule.pdf?sfvrsn=42
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/pesticide-business-licensebb39d2002e6262e1aa5bff0000620720.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/insurance.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/aerial-insurance.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/surety-bond.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/escrow-form.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/letter-of-credit.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/business-license-requirements.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/PM15.pdf
http://www.k-state.edu/pesticides-ipm/commercial-applicator.html
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D.	 Mail application form, fees and proof of financial responsibility to Accounts Receivable & Licensing 
using address on the form.  Payment may be by check, credit card or money order.

5.	 Application Records – Statement of Service										        
Prepare statement of service forms to give to your customers and retain for your own records.  These are 
records of all pesticide applications that you make for your customers and these will be reviewed for 		
accuracy by KDA inspectors.  These application records are for both general use and restricted use 		
pesticides.

	 Requirements for Statements of Services for Kansas Pesticide Business Licensees

6.	 Kansas Pesticide Law																	              
Read the Kansas Pesticide Law and Regulations on the website and call KDA with any questions.

	 http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/pesticide-fertilizer.

		  Kansas Pesticide Law  K.S.A. 2-2438a et seq.

		  Kansas Pesticide Regulations  K.A.R. 4-13-1 et seq.

7.	 Registered Technicians																              
Businesses in structural, wood-destroying, turf, ornamental or interior landscape control must train all 
uncertified applicators.  Uncertified applicators must be certified or trained as registered technicians within 
90 days of when they are hired and a technician training program must be submitted in advance to KDA. 
You are required to keep detailed training records for initial and renewal training.

	 	 Business Licensee Responsibilities for Registered Technician Training
		  Initial Training Program Checklist
		  Registered Technician Category 3 Training Requirements
		  Registered Technician Category 7 Training Requirements
		  Pest Control Technician Training Record		
		  Pest Control Technician Registration Application

8. 	 Vehicle Marking and Aerial Decals													           
Pesticide businesses in Category 3 and 7 must mark their vehicles and airplanes in Category 1 must have a 
current year decal. This is outlined in #4 above in Business License Requirements.

9.	 Changes - Use Report of Change Form   													           
KDA must be notified of any changes in business name, business locations, and the employment or 		
termination dates of all employees applying pesticides or in training to apply pesticides. The pesticide 	
business must notify KDA of uncertified employees who become certified.

Certified commercial applicators are required to notify KDA of home address changes within 30 days or 
they will not receive renewal applications and mailings.                          

10.	Renewal of Certif ication															             
Kansas residents may renew their certification by attending recertification training classes during their 
current certification period or retesting in the last three months of their certification period. Renewal by 
reciprocity is available for some out-of-state residents in specific categories.

	 Recertification Requirements

	 Recertification Schedule  The schedule is updated as new training programs are received.

	 Consult Driftwatch to check for sensitive crop locations before you apply.                  

http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/pesticide-fertilizer
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/credit-card-fillable-form.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/sos-6-2003.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/reg-tech-initial-training-checklist.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/pesticide-registered-technician-application963dd2002e6262e1aa5bff0000620720.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/3required-topics.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/7requiredtopics.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/report-of-change-form.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/how-to-renew-2014-web.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/recerttraining.pdf?sfvrsn=90
https://ks.driftwatch.org/map
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/business-responsibilities-for-registered-technicians.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/pest-fert/registered-technician-training-recordc419d5002e6262e1aa5bff0000620720.pdf?sfvrsn=0



